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WHY PRICING MATTERS

Setting the right asking price is one of the most important decisions you'll make when
selling your home. While it can be tempting to list high and leave room for negotiation,
today's buyers have access to more market data than ever before. If a home appears
overpriced compared to similar properties, many buyers simply move on.

The first few weeks after a home hits the market are often when it receives the most
attention. A competitive price can generate more showings, attract serious buyers and
even lead to multiple offers. On the other hand, a home that lingers on the market may
prompt buyers to wonder if something is wrong with the property, even when it's in
excellent condition.

Pricing isn't just about what a seller hopes to receive. It should reflect recent
comparable sales, current market conditions, the home's condition and its location.
Local trends can also vary significantly from one neighbourhood to another, making
accurate pricing even more important.

Working with a REALTOR® who understands your local market can help you arrive at

a price that reflects your home's value while attracting qualified buyers. A thoughtful
pricing strategy doesn't leave money on the table. Instead, it helps position your home
for the strongest possible interest from day one.
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MIX BOLD PATTERNS WITHOUT THE CHAOS

Mixing bold wallpaper with patterned furniture and colourful décor doesn't have to
create visual chaos. The secret is balance. Every well-designed room needs a clear focal
point, so begin by deciding what you want people to notice first. If your wallpaper is the
star of the show, let it take centre stage while the rest of the room supports it.

Choose one or two colours from the wallpaper and repeat them throughout the space
using cushions, throws, rugs or artwork. Carrying these colours across the room creates
a sense of cohesion, even when patterns vary. If your wallpaper features stripes, florals
or geometric shapes, you can also echo those motifs in subtle ways through textiles,
accessories or decorative accents.

Scale matters just as much as colour. Pair large, dramatic prints with smaller, quieter
patterns to create contrast and give the eye a place to rest. Mixing similar-sized patterns
can make a room feel busy, while varying their scale adds depth and interest.

Most importantly, don't feel tied to rigid decorating rules. Trust your eye and edit as you
go. A thoughtfully layered room should feel collected rather than coordinated, creating a
space that's full of personality without feeling overwhelming.
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Community gardens offer much more than fresh vegetables and flowers. They create
welcoming spaces where neighbours can meet, collaborate and build meaningful
relationships while learning more about gardening, sustainability and food production.
Whether you're an experienced gardener or planting your first tomato, neighbourhood
make it easy to share knowledge, ask questions and connect with people who enjoy
growing things.

Many community gardens also offer seed swaps, gardening workshops, children's
programs, harvest festivals, composting education and volunteer opportunities
throughout the growing season. These activities help strengthen communities while
encouraging people of all ages to spend more time outdoors, learn new skills and gain a
greater appreciation for where their food comes from.

Beyond the harvest, shared gardens help transform underused spaces into vibrant
gathering places that support local biodiversity, provide habitat for pollinators

and encourage healthier, more sustainable neighbourhoods. They're places where
friendships grow alongside vegetables and where experienced gardeners are often
eager to mentor newcomers.

Joining a local garden is a rewarding way to grow fresh food, meet new people and
become more connected to your community.
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For years, themed bathrooms followed a familiar formula: matching towels,
coordinating accessories and enough seashells, dolphins, lighthouses or palm trees to
make the theme unmistakable.

Today's approach is far more sophisticated. Rather than decorating around a single
motif, homeowners are creating spaces that capture a mood or experience. The shift
reflects what's happening in hospitality, where restaurants, hotels and cocktail bars

use memorable bathroom design to extend the overall atmosphere. Think jewel-toned
speakeasies, neon-lit retro spaces, breezy coastal retreats or serene spa-inspired escapes.

The same idea is finding its way home. Instead of filling a bathroom with themed
décor, designers are layering colour, lighting, texture and carefully chosen finishes to
create a space that feels immersive without becoming predictable. The result is more
timeless, more personal and often more appealing to future buyers.

Decorative bathrooms haven't disappeared—they've evolved. A powder room or
primary ensuite is one of the few places where homeowners can embrace a bold
design direction without committing the entire house to it. Whether the inspiration is
a boutique hotel, luxury spa or a favourite travel destination, today's bathroom themes
focus less on obvious decorations and more on creating an unforgettable experience.
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GTA REALTORS® Release June Stats
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AVG. SALE PRICE AVG. SALE PRICE ACTIVE DAYS ON
Single Family Dwelling Condo/Townhouse LISTINGS MARKET
$1,364,204 $753,933 27,329 29

GTA, ON (July 2026) - Greater Toronto Area (GTA) housing market conditions continued to
improve in June, with sales growing quite strongly year-over-year while new listings declined
over the same period.

“After a slow start in the first quarter, we saw a marked improvement in home sales in the second
quarter of this year. This result followed TRREB's 2026 outlook, which called for a year of two
halves. We expect accelerating transactions and more competition between buyers in the last six
months of the year, helping to satisfy pent-up demand and ultimately resulting in renewed price
growth,” said TRREB President Daniel Steinfeld.

GTA REALTORS® reported 6,770 home sales through TRREB's MLS® System in June 2026 - an
increase of 9.4 per cent compared to June 2025. New listings entered into the MLS® System
amounted to 17,282 — down by 12.9 per cent year-over-year.

The MLS® Home Price Index (MLS® HPI) Composite benchmark was down by 5.4 per cent year-
over-year in June 2026. The average selling price, at $1,058,658, was down by 3.9 per cent
compared to June 2025.

Source: Toronto Regional Real Estate Board | Market values stated are of the average of Toronto and surrounding region. Individual home market
values will vary and are affected by factors such as location, size, interior and exterior condition. Please call to get an up-to-date evaluation of
your home.
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