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CREDIT SCORES' IMPACT ON BUYING A HOME
You don’t need a perfect score for real estate. However, a plan is essential. A credit 
score ranges from 300 to 900 and reflects a borrower's repayment history. A higher 
score indicates a consistent repayment history and can lower interest rates. Generally, 
scores between 600 and 700 are considered within the safe zone for Canadian banks.

If your score is below 660, the path to homeownership isn't closed, though it may 
come with different terms. Lenders consider factors like income and down payment to 
offset a lower score.

For many Canadians, improving a credit score takes time but small changes can make a 
difference. Paying bills on time, keeping credit card balances low and limiting new loan 
applications can help strengthen a credit profile. Even a modest increase may improve 
mortgage options and lower borrowing costs.

It’s also important to know that lenders have different qualification guidelines. Some 
focus more on income stability and debt ratios while others offer flexibility for self-
employed borrowers, newcomers to Canada or buyers rebuilding credit. Speaking with 
a mortgage professional early can help buyers understand their options and prepare 
for approval.
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MANAGING PET ALLERGIES THIS SUMMER
Summer is finally here! While we’re busy enjoying the garden, our furry friends are busy 
shedding their winter coats. For those of us with pet allergies, this often means itchy, dry 
eyes, congestion and endless sneezing. Fortunately, there are a few different options to 
keep your home dander-free:

•	 Make your bedroom a pet-free zone to improve air quality while you sleep.

•	 Replace carpets with hard flooring, such as wood or tile, to reduce the number of 
allergens trapped in carpets.

•	 	Use an air purifier to remove pet dander and other airborne particles.

•	 	Ask your vet about allergy-reducing pet foods and options. 

•	 	Wash bedding weekly in hot water (60°C) to remove allergen buildup.

•	 	Brush and groom pets outdoors to keep loose fur from getting into the house.
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MOVING YOUR INDOOR PLANTS
Moving to a new home is stressful for you and certainly for houseplants. Between 
jostling, low light and temperature swings, your plants face a tough journey.

Use kraft paper or plant sleeves to wrap foliage upward when packing plants to prevent 
broken branches. For small plants like succulents, use cupcake tins or divided wine boxes 
filled with crumpled tissue paper to keep them upright. 

Once at your destination unpack your plants right away. They may experience transplant 
shock and appear wilted. Allow a week for adjustment to the new light and wait to 
fertilize until they show fresh green growth.

Before moving day, water your plants lightly a day or two in advance so the soil stays 
moist but not soggy during transport. Avoid leaving plants in a hot car or freezing 
temperatures for long periods as extreme conditions can quickly damage roots and 
leaves. If possible, keep delicate tropical plants in the climate-controlled area of your 
vehicle rather than in a moving truck. 

After settling in, inspect each plant for broken stems or pests and trim away any 
damaged foliage to help encourage healthy recovery.
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HOW TO REDUCE EYE STRAIN
Do your eyes feel rubbed with sandpaper after hours of work or like a pressure headache 
behind your eyes? You’re not alone. Here are a few tips to remember to give your eyes  
a break. 

•	 20-20-20 Rule: every 20 minutes, look at something 20 feet away for 20 seconds.

•	 Palming: rub your hands together to warm them, then cup them over your closed 	
	 eyes for 1 minute.

•	 Stretch: regularly roll your shoulders or ankles,

•	 Move: stand up occasionally to stretch your back and legs.

Dry eyes and blurred vision are also common signs of digital eye strain because people 
tend to blink less while staring at screens. Try adjusting your screen brightness to match 
the room around you and position your monitor about an arm’s length away with the 
top of the screen at eye level. Keeping hydrated and using artificial tears if needed can 
also help keep your eyes comfortable throughout the day.
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AVG. SALE PRICE 
Single Family Dwelling

$1,358,131

AVG. SALE PRICE 
Condo/Townhouse

$729,081

ACTIVE 
LISTINGS

26,927

DAYS ON 
MARKET

27

GTA REALTORS® Release May Stats 

GTA, ON (June 2026) – Greater Toronto Area (GTA) resale housing market tightened in May 2026 
compared to last year. Sales increased year-over-year, whereas new listings declined over the 
same period. As standing inventory has been absorbed, competition between buyers has likely 
increased in some neighbourhoods. This should see the price trend flatten and ultimately trend 
upwards in the months ahead.

“Spring sales have been stronger than last year, reflecting improved affordability stemming 
from lower selling prices and borrowing costs. Sales are forecast to improve further as we move 
through the second half of this year. Recovery would be further bolstered by positive news on 
the trade front along with an easing of geopolitical tensions and related uncertainty,” said TRREB 
President Daniel Steinfeld.

GTA REALTORS® reported 6,583 home sales through TRREB’s MLS® System in May 2026 – an increase 
of 6.3 per cent compared to May 2025. New listings entered into the MLS® System amounted to 
17,698 – down by 18.9 per cent year-over-year. On a seasonally adjusted basis, May 2026 home 
sales were up by 10 per cent month-over-month compared to April 2026 and new listings were 
down by 2.1 per cent – pointing to a monthly tightening of market conditions as well.

The MLS® Home Price Index (MLS® HPI) Composite benchmark was down by 6.7 per cent year-over-
year in May 2026. The average selling price, at $1,069,700, was down by 4.6 per cent compared 
to May 2025.
Source:  Toronto Regional Real Estate Board | Market values stated are of the average of Toronto and surrounding region.  Individual home market 
values will vary and are affected by factors such as location, size, interior and exterior condition. Please call to get an up-to-date evaluation of 
your home. 
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