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WHAT BUYERS NOTICE RIGHT AWAY BEYOND SIZE
When buyers walk into a home, they are not measuring walls or counting square feet. 
Instead, they are reacting to how the space feels. These first impressions are shaped by 
details that often go unnoticed by homeowners.

Light is one of the strongest signals. Bright, evenly lit rooms feel more open and 
comfortable. Natural light is especially appealing, but warm lamps can also create an 
inviting atmosphere in darker spaces.

Sound and temperature matter more than people expect. A home that feels quiet 
and comfortable allows buyers to relax and imagine themselves living there. Loud 
appliances, traffic noise or uneven temperatures can be distracting and affect 
overall perception.

Buyers also notice flow. How rooms connect and how easily people can move through 
a space influences how functional a home feels. Clear pathways and thoughtful 
furniture placement help spaces feel intuitive and livable.

Smell plays a subtle but important role. Fresh air and neutral scents allow buyers 
to focus on the home itself. Overpowering fragrances or lingering odours can raise 
concerns, even if everything else looks great.

These details work together to create an emotional response. When a home feels calm, 
comfortable and easy to move through, buyers are more likely to see its potential. 
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THE RETURN OF HERITAGE AND FOLK TEXTILES
Heritage and folk inspired textiles are making a strong comeback in home décor. These 
patterns draw from traditional weaving, embroidery and printing techniques found 
across cultures and regions. The result is a look that feels layered, personal and rich 
with character.

You may notice motifs inspired by toile, ikat fabrics, suzani embroidery or block printed 
designs. These patterns often feature organic shapes, imperfect lines and repeating 
motifs that feel handcrafted rather than mass produced. They bring warmth and 
history into modern spaces.

What makes these textiles especially appealing is their versatility. A single patterned 
pillow or throw can add depth to a neutral sofa. Area rugs with heritage patterns 
ground a room and introduce colour without overwhelming the space. Even framed 
textile prints can act as artwork, adding visual interest to walls.

These patterns pair well with simple furnishings and natural materials like wood, 
linen and leather. Mixing old and new creates balance and keeps rooms from feeling 
overly styled. The goal is not to match everything perfectly but to layer pieces that feel 
collected over time.

Heritage and folk textiles add more than pattern. They bring texture, story and a sense 
of comfort that makes a home feel lived in and welcoming.
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LITHIUM BATTERY SAFETY AT HOME
Lithium batteries power many everyday items, like phones, laptops and power tools. 
Efficient, proper care is important to reduce the risk of damage or fire.

Use the correct charger for each device. Chargers that are damaged or not designed for 
a specific product can cause overheating. Always charge batteries on a hard surface and 
keep them away from furniture or flammable materials.

Avoid leaving devices plugged in long after they’re fully charged. Excess heat shortens 
battery life and increases the risk of damage. If a battery feels hot, swollen or damaged, 
stop using it immediately.

Proper storage is key. Lithium batteries should be kept in cool, dry areas and out of direct 
sunlight. Never store loose batteries with metal objects, as this can cause short circuits.

When a battery reaches the end of its life, it’s important to dispose of it properly. Safe 
recycling is easy and accessible, with many retailers—like Canadian Tire, Best Buy 
and Staples—accepting used lithium batteries through the Recycle Your Batteries, 
Canada! program.

A few simple precautions can protect your home and extend the life of your devices. 
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT PILLOW AND MATTRESS 
Sleep quality is influenced by more than just how many hours you rest. The type of 
pillow and mattress you use can play a big role in comfort and overall support.

Pillows are often overlooked, but they help keep the neck and spine aligned. Side 
sleepers usually benefit from firmer pillows that fill the space between the shoulder and 
head. Back sleepers often prefer medium support that keeps the head from tilting too far 
forward. Stomach sleepers tend to be more comfortable with softer, thinner pillows to 
reduce neck strain. Materials also matter. Memory foam offers contouring support, while 
latex tends to feel more responsive and breathable. Down, and down alternative. pillows 
provide softness but may need frequent fluffing.

Mattresses vary widely in feel and function. Innerspring mattresses offer traditional 
support and airflow. Foam mattresses contour to the body and reduce motion transfer, 
which can be helpful for shared beds. Hybrid mattresses combine both for balanced 
support and comfort. Firmness should match sleep position and personal preference 
rather than trends.

It is also worth remembering that sleep needs can change over time. What felt 
comfortable years ago may no longer provide the right support. Choosing a pillow and 
mattress that suit your body and sleep habits can improve comfort night after night and 
make rest feel more restorative.
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Or Call With Your Real Estate Market Questions 

CLICK FOR FULL REPORT

AVG. SALE PRICE 
Single Family Dwelling

$1,277,915

AVG. SALE PRICE 
Condo/Townhouse

$697,599

ACTIVE 
LISTINGS

17,975

DAYS ON 
MARKET

45

GTA REALTORS ® Release January Stats 

TORONTO, ONTARIO, February 2026  – There were 3,082 home sales reported in January 2026 
– down by 19.3 per cent compared to January 2025. New listings entered into the MLS® System 
amounted to 10,774 – down by 13.3 per cent year-over-year.

The MLS® Home Price Index (MLS® HPI) Composite benchmark was down by eight per cent 
year-over-year in January 2026. The average selling price, at $973,289, was down by 6.5 per cent 
compared to January 2025.

On a seasonally adjusted basis, January 2026 home sales were down month-over-month 
compared to December 2025, while new listings were up slightly. Both the MLS® HPI composite 
and average price trended lower compared to December.

“With the cost of borrowing flattening out, affordability gains in 2026 will largely be seen on 
the pricing front, as buyers continue to benefit from negotiating power. A boost in consumer 
confidence could see buyers move off the sidelines later this year, which could provide support for 
home prices as market conditions tighten up,” said TRREB Chief Information Officer Jason Mercer.
Source:  Toronto Regional Real Estate Board | Market values stated are of the average of Toronto and surrounding region.  Individual home market 
values will vary and are affected by factors such as location, size, interior and exterior condition. Please call to get an up-to-date evaluation of 
your home. 


