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UNDERSTANDING YOUR PROPERTY ASSESSMENT

Every year, homeowners across Canada open their property assessment and wonder:
“What does this number actually mean?” While this information is important, it is not
the same as your home’s current market value and it does not predict what your
property would sell for today.

Your assessment is primarily a tool used by municipalities to help calculate property
taxes. To come up with the number, assessors rely on a mass appraisal system—think
neighbourhood-wide trends, standard property characteristics and big-picture data
like size, age and location. What it doesn’t capture are the details that truly influence
market value: your upgrades, your renovations, your staging or the real-time buyer
demand in your area.

If your assessment rises, it doesn’t necessarily mean your taxes will jump in the same
way. What really matters is how your increase compares to the rest of your community.
If everyone’s assessment goes up, the impact on your taxes may be minimal.

If something about your assessment does not seem quite right, the good news is that
you can usually request a review.

If you'd like a clearer, more accurate picture of what your home is actually worth in
today’s market, let’s chat! A personalized market evaluation can tell a very different—
and much more useful—story than your assessment.
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MICRO-HOBBIES FOR COLD DAYS

January can feel extra long, where winter often means icy sidewalks, early sunset and
plenty of indoor time. That’s why micro-hobbies are such a great fit for this time of
year. These tiny, low-commitment activities slip easily into short pockets of time and
don't require pricey supplies or big projects. Think of them as small, refreshing palate
cleansers for your mind.

Try five-minute sketching sessions, learning a single origami fold each day or
experimenting with new tea blends. You could tackle a daily photo challenge, work
through miniature crosswords or play with simple hand lettering. Even tending a
tiny indoor herb pot or succulent “garden” counts and can bring a touch of green to
winter days.

The goal isn't perfection or mastery—it’s enjoyment. Micro-hobbies give you
something to look forward to during long winter evenings and help break up the
routine without adding pressure or long-term commitment. A small spark of creativity
can go a long way when it’s cold outside.
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Air diffusers have become a popular way to make homes feel more comfortable and
inviting. Whether used for relaxation, focus or simply to freshen the air, diffusers offer an
easy way to influence how a space feels without making major changes.

Most diffusers work by dispersing water and essential oils into a fine mist. Common
options include ultrasonic and evaporative models, both of which are simple to use and
easy to maintain. Many also include soft and/or colour changing lighting, which adds to
the overall atmosphere of a room.

Different scents can support different moods. Lavender, rose and jasmin are often
chosen for relaxation and evening use. Citrus oils such as lemon, sweet orange or
bergamot create a clean and uplifting feel that works well in kitchens or entryways.
Eucalyptus, balsam and peppermint are often used in workspaces or home offices for a
fresh, clear scent that feels energizing without being overpowering. Look for blends that
incorporate a variety of complimentary scents for changing moods.

Diffusers work best in open areas where the mist can circulate freely like bedrooms,
livingrooms and entryways. Many come with a timer, so using a diffuser for short periods
rather than continuously helps keep aromas subtle and comfortable.

Air diffusers are about more than fragrance. They encourage calm and comfort, helping
turn everyday spaces into places to relax and recharge.

Office: 416.588.8248 | www.wgrouprealestate.ca
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DECORATING WITH WINTER GREENERY

Winter greenery is an easy way to bring life and colour into your home when gardens
and parks across Canada feel quiet and bare. Unlike floral arrangements, greenery feels
relaxed and natural and works well throughout the colder months without looking
overly seasonal or formal.

Evergreen branches are a highly sought after choice. Pine, cedar and spruce add texture
and a fresh scent and can be arranged in vases, bowls or planters. Short clippings suit
coffee tables or shelves while longer branches create a focal point in entryways or living
spaces.

Houseplants also play an important role in winter decorating. Low light options such as
snake plants, pothos and peace lilies stay vibrant even when daylight hours are short.
Grouping plants together adds visual interest and can help maintain humidity during
dry winter months.

Greenery pairs beautifully with neutral décor. Woven baskets, ceramic pots and simple
glass vases keep the look approachable and modern. Mixing real plants with high quality
faux greenery is a practical choice, especially in homes with limited natural light.

Decorating with greenery is less about perfection and more about balance. A few
thoughtful additions can make a home feel fresh and welcoming all winter long.
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AVG. SALE PRICE AVG. SALE PRICE ACTIVE DAYS ON
Single Family Dwelling Condo/Townhouse LISTINGS MARKET
$1,302,980 $723,920 17,005 41

TORONTO, ONTARIO, January 7, 2026 - Annual Greater Toronto Area (GTA) home sales declined
in 2025 compared to 2024, as economic uncertainty weighed on consumer confidence. Over the
same period, listing inventory remained elevated, allowing for selling prices to be negotiated
downward, helping improve affordability.

“The GTA housing market became more affordable in 2025 as selling prices and mortgage rates
trended lower. Improved affordability has set the market up for recovery. Once households are
convinced that the economy and labour market are on a solid footing, sales will increase as pent-
up demand is satisfied,”said Toronto Regional Real Estate Board (TRREB) President Daniel Steinfeld.

For calendar year 2025, GTA REALTORS® reported 62,433 home sales through TRREB's MLS®
System — down 11.2 per cent compared to 2024. New listings amounted to 186,753 - up by 10.1
per cent year-over-year. The annual average selling price in 2025 was $1,067,968 — down by 4.7
per cent compared to 2024.

There were 3,697 home sales reported in December 2025 - down by 8.9 per cent compared to
December 2024. New listings entered into the MLS® System amounted to 5,299 — up by 1.8 per
cent year-over-year.

Source: Toronto Regional Real Estate Board | Market values stated are of the average of Toronto and surrounding region. Individual home market
values will vary and are affected by factors such as location, size, interior and exterior condition. Please call to get an up-to-date evaluation of
your home.

Or Call With Your Real Estate Market Questions



