LOFTY GOALS

In their biggest real estate
project to date, this couple
restored a Victorian building
stripped of its original char-
acter and added a stunning
courtyard in the centre of it
all

TRACY HANES

Christopher Wannamaker and his
husband, Edward Wang, were
walking in a Toronto neighbour-
hood in 2019, admiring Victorian
buildings on the street.

“I said, "Wouldn't it great to take
one of these buildings and convert
it, live upstairs and rent the
ground floor, and have income to
supplement our lifestyle?" ”
recalls Wang. “Chris said, 'Let's

start looking!' »

Wang, a real estate broker, and
Wannamaker, a sales representat-
ive, both with W Group Real
Estate, found what they were
seeking that summer in the Little
Portugal/ Dundas West neigh-
bourhood.

While the threestorey Victorian
building had the architecture,
11foot ceilings and window details
they wanted, the previous owners
had stripped away most of the
interior's original character, and it
was in poor condition.

The couple “had a habit of buying
something rough and renovating
it into something beautiful,” says
Wannamaker, but this would be
the largest challenge they'd taken
on.

)’ Bookmark

“T always had a strong fascination
with lofts and lived in one for 10
years until T outgrew it,” says
Wang. “It's always been a dream
of ours to move into a character-
filled space.”

They started renovating in March
2020, just as the pandemic hit. “It
was horrible,” recalls Wanna-
maker, as it took months for
materials to be delivered, the cost
of lumber skyrocketed, and per-
mits got delayed.

When the Quebec factory supply-
ing steel framing shut down, the
project came to a standstill. The
12month job dragged on for 18
months, and when they moved in,
in July 2021, it was still a con-
struction site — with no kitchen.

But their struggles were worth it,
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The living room has the L
large, arched window facing Dundas Street allows for natural light to pour in, and the
11foot ceilings make the room feel luxurious and spacious. A restored brick wall adds

character and a sense of the past in the otherwise modern space.

hotelstyle feel the husbands were striving for. The

as Wannamaker and Wang got the
Victorian home of their dreams,
with the help of Vanessa Fong,

principal architect for VFA.

It's a 2,000squarefoot, twobed-



The couple removed a skylight and cut a

hole in the roof to create their court-
yard, which provides outdoor space
between the kitchen and dining areas.
Christopher Wannamaker, left, and
Edward Wang have given their apart-
ment on Dundas Street West a modern
makeover. They live here together with
their dog, Anderson Pooper.

room, twobath abode filled with
light and designed to accommod-
ate their love of entertaining, and
their Great Pyrenees dog, Ander-
son Pooper.

Their place boasts a spectacular
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Wannamaker and Wang love to host
friends and family, and their kitchen is
designed for entertaining, with a large
island and seating for four. The custom

cabinetry was created by Nick Day
Design. Countertops and backsplash are
quartzite, with a leathered finish. The
range is from Wolf and the light fixture
is from the RH Teen collection.

The custom fireplace in the living room
with inset TV, above, features a cold-
rolled steel facade and a hearth made of
Laminam, a ceramic surface that can
withstand high temperatures. As it was
on several other walls in the home,
plaster was removed to reveal the ori-
ginal brick walls, which were then
cleaned with a wire brush and sealed.

intimate courtyard on the third
floor. Wannamaker says it's an
“upside down” house, with the
bedrooms and bathrooms on the
second floor, and the living room,
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dining room and kitchen on the
third. An upscale salon rents the
commercial space on the ground
floor.

" It's always been a dream of
ours to move into a character-
filled space.

| EDWARD WANG
“We wanted it to feel like a nice
hotel,” says Wannamaker. “That D m < [
was the inspira[ion. » Listen Page View Share Save More

The showstopping feature is the
interior courtyard, cut out from
the roof where a skylight used to
be. That type of feature is rare in
Toronto, says Wang, but gives
them indooroutdoor living for
most of the year.

Their residence is just a five-
minute drive from their office, and
they can walk to the restaurants,
stores and cafés of Dundas West,
in the “bustling, vibey” neigh-
bourhood they love.
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