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She finally got her other boyfriend back. But
could she find a home for the three of them?

Meagan Kehl and partner, Dave Walker, finally found Calvin a home. Kehl and her father restored the 1968 Corvette through her high school years.
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Nov 25,2023

Article was updated Nov 25,2023

A
f
i

Meagan Kehl, Dave Walker and their dog Buffy with Calin, heir1960rvett .Kehl restored Calvin with her Iatefther, when she was in her
teens.

Giovanni Capriotti / for Toronto Star
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When Meagan Kehl’s old “boyfriend” Calvin suddenly re-entered her life, she and
current love Dave Walker had to find a home to accommodate the three of them.

Walker had no problem living with his now-fiancée’s former crush.

Calvin is the 1968 Corvette Kehl and her father restored from when she was 13 until her
last year in high school.
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“During high school, I was too busy restoring the car to have time for boys,” Kehl, 32,
explains. “I named it Calvin, and told people Calvin was my boyfriend.”

Kehl and Walker, 33, who were renting a downtown Toronto condo, started house-
shopping pre-Calvin in 2021, but abandoned the hunt in early 2022 after being outbid
on eight homes.

“The first house we bid on went $600,000 over asking,” says Walker. “That was a really
fun introduction to the housing market.”

“When we’d get outbid on a house, it was emotionally devastating, as we could see
ourselves living there,” says Kehl. “Our realtor Chris Wannamaker send us encouraging
notes, saying, ‘Don’t worry! Your house is coming,’ and call to talk about it. He became
like part of the family.”

Meagan Kehl and Dave Walker inside Calvin, their Corvette.
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During the pause in their house search, Walker decided to try to track down Calvin.

“I was sad I had to sell the car when I went to university, but in my mind, I'd be able to
work on another car with my dad again,” says Kehl. “Unfortunately, he got sick when I
was in school and passed away. It was devastating.”

there it was. It had the picture of a build sheet my dad and I had filled out, taped to the
gas tank.”

The car had changed hands several times in the 16 years since Kehl parted with it in
Windsor, and it was now in London, Ont. It was still in excellent condition, as it had
been “a trailer queen” for most of the years since she sold it.

When she was a teen, Kehl wanted a “loud, fun sound system” in the car, so she
switched out the radio. The person selling the car had, originally, wanted to put the
original radio back in, so had contacted Kehl’s dad, who had given it to him a month
before he died. “Dad gave the guy my business card and told him if he ever wanted to
sell the car to contact me, but I no longer had that email. When the seller couldn’t reach

After buying back the vintage Corvette, the couple had to rent a spot in a parking
garage. “Driving it three floors to try to get out on King St. was no fun,” says Walker.
“The car was part of the motivation to start looking for a house again.

“With Calvin, a garage became a must.”

Insurance for the classic car stipulates it must be stored indoors in winter.

https://www.thestar.com/life/home-and-garden/she-finally-got-her-other-boyfriend-back-but-could-she-find-a-home-for-the/article_90c3d25f-f8df-52bd-... 2/4



11/26/23, 2:03 PM Corvette she restored with her late father found a home

Wannamaker says “often the garage doesn’t exist” in many of the homes that first-time
buyers would look to buy in Toronto, and, if it does, it typically adds from $50,000 to
$100,000 to the house price.

The couple wanted a home large enough to accommodate children, and that was not
too far from Kehl’s downtown job and Walker’s work, which is close to Pearson
International. And they wanted a yard for a garden and for their Shih Tzu cross dog,

Bufty.
“We really zeroed in on the Weston area,” says Walker. “That was our dream

neighbourhood. We booked three showings and walked around with Chris looking at
houses, saying ‘Hi!’ to all the neighbours.

“When we saw this house, we instantly knew. It was adorable and had a garage.
“It’s less than a 30-minute commute for Meg to work and a 12-minute drive for me.”

Wannamaker formulated a plan, realizing the older sellers preferred to do business in
person. He established a rapport with them, and Kehl and Walker got the house for
slightly less than the $1.39 million list price, without a bidding war.

The three-bedroom, three-bath ’60s bungalow is from the same era as the Corvette, and
had been meticulously maintained. One bathroom has a claw foot tub (one of Meg’s
desires), a finished basement, a gas fireplace and cold storage.

When all was said and done, they drove Calvin to their lawyer’s place to sign the
documents and moved in Aug. 15.

Now, Kehl and Walker get together with their retired next-door neighbours for wine
and Blue Jays’ games viewings. Others, walking by, often stop to talk, typically about
“pretty boy” Calvin and his spiffy white exterior and alluring red interior.

Two weeks before they bought their house, Kehl and Walker got engaged. Now, they are
planning their wedding.

Before she found the Corvette, Kehl had dreamed of having the car back for her
wedding photos.

Now Calvin will be there to remind her of her dad.
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TH Tracy Hanes is a GTA-based writer and a freelance contributor for the Star. Reach her via
email: tracyhanes@yahoo.ca.

REPORT AN ERROR JOURNALISTIC STANDARDS ABOUT THE STAR

https://www.thestar.com/life/home-and-garden/she-finally-got-her-other-boyfriend-back-but-could-she-find-a-home-for-the/article_90c3d25f-f8df-52bd-... 4/4



